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=% them a greater understanding of
% how to help."”
" The inaugural course with stu-
dent Maurius Westerhuis was a
. great success and Dive Friends
Bonaire is looking forward to
raising the awareness of more
divers about sea turtles. Stu-

In cooperation with Sea Turtle
Conservation Bonaire, Dive
Friends Bonaire has created a
new PADI Distinctive Specialty |
that is unique in the world. b
During the two dive specialty,
students will learn more about
Sea Turtle Conservation Bon-
aire, sea turtle behavior, nest- dents are supporting Sea Turtle
ing, identifying characteristics Conservation Bonaire simply by
of the different species, threats to sea turtles and taking the course because a portion of the pro-
their habitats, and how to help. The course will ceeds are donated to the program.

also provide student divers the tools to accu- Sea Turtle Conservation Bonaire (STCB) is a
rately report details of their sea turtle sightings non-governmental research and conservation

to STCB. organization that has been protecting sea turtles
I n order to increase Gihcy1®%.9He smhll Chribbban illandofiBone f s e
turtle sightings, the two required training dives aire is home to three o

are provided by a partnership between Dive dangered or critically endangered species of

Friends Bonaire and Bonaire East Coast Diving. marine turtles: the hawksbill, green, and logger-

The east coast of B 0 n aéad tetle. IFos additional informasios, vigith e “ Wi
Side” because sea Cco0n dviwbtliomiretsrtlefcore quent |l y make
diving only accessible by boat. The east coast Bonaire East Coast Diving is the only special-

is famed for its higher frequency of larger ized diving operation on the famous East Coast

pelagics such as sea turtles, rays and sharks. of Bonaire with a custom Zodiac dive boat. For

The idea was conceived by Richard Willis who additional information, visit

is both an Instructor for Dive Friends Bonaire www.bonaireeastcoastdiving.com.

as well as a volunteer for Sea Turtle Conserva- For more information visit www.dive-friends-

tion Bonaire. “All ofy,8UdbnAdudliGf@dvl@eNe Seeing
turtles on their dives and have a lot of questions
about them, so I wrote this specialty to give

bonaire.com.

i . - Volunteers have collected over 160 cubic meters of plastic from g
X Debrls Free BOnalre' the east coast. Did you know that the majority of items collected -
Ware single use water bottl es? We' ve dieci d:

othe problem. Bonaire’'s 't
¢ have re-usable, recycled water bottles available at all loca-
itions. They’ re $5, or o

%¢ info@dive-friends-bonaire.com or visit

www.debrisfreebonaire.com for more information.

A
o



http://www.bonaireturtles.com
http://www.bonaireeastcoastdiving.com
http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/courses_tech.html#face
http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/courses_tech.html#face
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
http://www.debrisfreebonaire.com
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What s Ne w!', (leanUpDive @SouthPier '@ n d

W On Saturday, April 19, 2014, 77 volunteer divers

Not uite new faces! . . .
1 g gathered at Dive Friends @ Dive Inn for the latest

returning crew: Divemaster Ingrid (NL), Instructor quarterly clean up dive. The dive site being tar-

Cl ement (NL) and “Snow wh9eted for a “spring cliean” we
South Pier was definitely in need of a clean because

{I We also have quite a few PADI Divemaster train- it is a popular destination for fishermen as well as

ees around. You might see Josh (BON), Jorge (BON), ﬂllf': main pier used for cargo deliveries and cruise
ships.

Diego (BON), Sanne (NL), Gilles (CH) and AsEo provided a safety briefing to address what

“Professor” Chris (USA). items should be collected and explained that any- h e

thing with coral growing on it or creatures living
inside of it should be left behind.
Volunteers collected 352 glass beverage bottles, 33
cans, 136 pieces of dangerous fishing line, 2 hats, 1
cruise ship pass, 124 plastic fragments, 153 card-
board fragments, 9 shoes, 43 pieces of rope, 26
items of clothing and much more. A total of 1,494
items were removed from the marine environment.
v ; Luckily the only entangled bit of marine life was
something that is unwelcome in the waters sur-
rounding Bonaire. One of the fishing lines collected

dive schools conducting rescue exer-
cises or skill training.

9 Our August PADI Instructor Devel-
opment Course is coming up fast! Take

the next step and sign up now!

f Coming Soon! !!

tures yet, but it’s big, [ hadahookwitha smalllionfishcaughtonit. All s wiom
platform and ladder for easy entries and exits. participants and their families were welcomed back

_ for a sunset BBQ and raffle at Dive Friends @ _
.we've remodel ed the i ngt HamletOasis. DiveFriends Bonaire and sponsors  |€ 1 t
a trendy new | ook... it~ sl ,provideddrinksandmain courses, while partici- en for

) ) pants supplied the pot luck side dishes. In keeping
our Silver Foxes (Alex, Rich & Gordon). with the spirit of “r aduc e r

The DiveCache Diving for Bonaire Treasure Chal- = | Friends Bonaire does not use disposable plates and
cutlery, so the DFB crew also spent a lot of extra

time cleaning up after the clean-up.
treasure hunters” won v,a' Sponsors for the event included: Deep Blue Gear,
Ouray, Bonaire Food Group, Sea Turtle Conserva-
tion Bonaire, Reef Safe Suncare, Body Glove, Bon-
room at Yellow Sub and added lockers for personal aire East Coast Diving, Reef and Your Scuba Store.
The next quarterly Dive Friends Bonaire underwa-

lengetags were collected this May and 3 lucky

T At I ong |l ast .. we’'ve relm

items. ter cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, July 12th.
f There’s a big yell ow f r [ Additional information about the cleanups is avail-
front of Yellow Sub ( how ! ableat http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/ n

activities. html#cleanups and you can check out the

named Tweety.
video here. All are welcome to join in.
9 If you see any rescue activity going on at Yellow

Sub, it’'s either the STI'N

course or a drill to keep

Want to buy someone a cold drink? Any of our

crew with a good review on www. TripAdvisor.com

will get a free after-work beer !



http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/activities.html#cleanups
http://www.dive-friends-bonaire.com/activities.html#cleanups
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TrS9yMRoWLU
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’Scuba School Bonaire: Meel the next generation of Dive Professionals ’

"ve v : y with customer service and help-

e 1c Al ing with the BMP buoyancy

check. They’' ve al so
ing out with courses and have ’_

il been used a few times as

victi ms duri t he
Diver course. When asked i

what they like about diving,

I f you
Friends in the past few
months, you may have
’_ noticed a few extra crew
members around. Dive
Friends @ Yellow Sub-

marine is hosting 3 interns
from the MBO (Jr. Col-

lege) school of Bonaire. \“. < "4 ; Josh enjoys the peace and quiet ’_
They are a part of an in- B\ ' and thinks it”’ I i ke
novative new program [/ L . . space. Jorge likes that many
’ that has added dive train- people he knows thinks that ’
ing to the technical school curricu- nance and repair. An important diving is dangerous, but because he

lum. Program co-ordinator Rob van  component of the divemaster portion ~ knows the rules he can do it safely.
de Vechte had the vision to see that of the program is for the students to ~ They both hope to work as Instruc-
dive training at a professional level gain real world experience by work-  tors in the future, at least temporar-
’ is an essential offering for students ing in a dive center for two months.  ily. Someday, Josh would like to be ’
on a dive island. Students between At the moment, our Scuba School a Navy SEAL and Jorge wants to be
the ages of 17 and 20 can participate =~ Bonaire Divemaster Interns are Josh, a firefighter. Becoming dive instruc-
in dive training from Open Waterall Jor ge and Di e g o. torsiJperfecytraivieg fobtleiefir a's -
’_ the way through Instructor. They sisting with equipment maintenance, t ur e pl ans and re h
also learn about equipment mainte- filling tanks (of course), assisting them around in the meantime!

- 2D 3D I Tp- - I5- - - - - Ip- - - 9- - P-
L Win a FREE TRIP 1o Bonaire with Ocean Reef!!

Dive Friends Bonaire @ Dive Inn is the newest Ocean Reef Integrated Dive Mask Instructor Training

Center in the Cari bbean. In fact, we’'re the o
that we can offer entry level to instructor level training for all aspects of Ocean Reef Integrated Dive
Ma s k s . I f you're just curious, you can take a
can earn a specialty certification

for using the mask and the communicpation znit. But we OS:EA NR‘E E'F “#iw.c.. WINADIVETRIPTO BONAIRE

don’'t only offer trainind o % = 7 Win a trip For 2 to Bonairet Includes fiight, hotet I EANETR AN

0 ¥ v & unlimited shore dives (tanks and weights)

from any training agency can learn from us how to teach 7 Y o A\

these programs and service this exciting new technology. ; S A Drawing held

To celebrate this fantastic partnership, Ocean Reefis offer- Lo o, » 18 > P @ R

ing the opportunity to win a free dive trip to Bonaire includ- ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ{gﬁ&i J T \8Q/\‘ :

ing flights, accommodation and diving! If you purchase an
Ocean Reef Integrated Dive Mask anywhere in the world
(but hey, we'd prefer yo
to do is visit their website www.oceanreefgroup.com to

nee:

- 4 P 3 “Fill'out -
register to win. The drawing will be held on October 1st. ; ! % | " &submit
For more information, please email info@dive-friends- R -~ the fgg:’
4. o, . ey o : < »:
bonaire.com. TAMEADOWS DR. SUITE 101 mncos,c:mmus;x & ] ¥ .

phone: +1 760-744-9430 fax: +1760-744-9525 toll free: 1 800-922-1764 A Company of the Ocean Reef Group
> . pro - eu



http://www.oceanreefgroup.com
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
mailto:info@dive-friends-bonaire.com
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divers with really small tanks on their backs walking around.

Dive Friends Bonaire
Bonaire, Dutch Caribbean

Planet Earth Bubbl

Phone: +599 717 2929

E-mail: info@dive-friends-bonaire.com

Web: www.dive-friends-bonaire.com
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Without Blue there is no Green!

Join our E-Mailing List

Do you have friends, colleagues, £
family or somebody else who alsog (_ S
wants to stay ugo-date with Qf -
Dive Friends Bonaire? Then sug- %%
gest that they subscribe to our
mailing list!

Or, if you prefer to unsubscribe
from our mailing list please use
the link below or let us know by
emailingnfo@divefriends
bonaire.com

Those interested may subscribe
or unsubscribe at any time by
using this link:http://www.dive
friendsbonaire.com/
subscribe_mailinglist.html

OK!

means

for s cC
Di ver s,
t be s

sightings underwater, like tiny smooth trunkfish, baby spotted

: ﬂ . drums and even a tiny seahorse that is the size of my thumbnail.
¥ieénas Donrnaire

Did you know that the minimum age for certification is only 10?
We can even get kids started as young as age 8 with a PADI

Seal Te

We hope to see you soon at Dive Friends Bonaire,

t hat

hool
| f
ur pri

am.

For more information, questions,
comments, or anything else,
please feel free to contact us.

We will do our utmost to answer

. :-. 3 your mails as quickly as possible.
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